Entertainment Bios

Friday, August 27
Emerson Drive & 50th PRCA Dodge Rodeo presented by Big R
Rodeo starts at 7:00 pm followed by concert
Budweiser Rodeo Arena
$20
Discounted tickets are available at all Big R Stores!

With the release of its fourth studio album, “Believe,” Emerson Drive secures its place as the premiere band in contemporary country music. The album showcases all of the attributes that have fueled the group’s long, steady rise through the country ranks. 

Their last album, Countrified, gave them their first #1 single “Moments”, earned them nominations for a dozen major awards, including a Grammy. The video for “Moments” was named Video of the Year at Inspirational Country Music awards and The Canadian Country Music Awards.  

In 2002, Emerson Drive moved to Nashville and released a self-titled album that featured two breakthrough Top 5 hits “I Should Be Sleeping” and “Fall Into Me,” as well as follow-up hit “Only God (Could Stop Me Loving You).” The band also received their very first #1 video on CMT with “Fall Into Me.” Their second album, “What If,” gave them four Top 15 Canadian hits and one Top 20 in the U.S.

Friday, August 27
Roller Derby--Jail House Jawbreakers vs. Rocky Mountain Roller Girls 
6:30 pm 
Events Center 
Kids 4-11 $1/Adults $15 

Pueblo, come support your local Roller Derby team, the Jailhouse Jawbreakers, as they battle it out with the rough Rocky Mountain Roller Girls of Denver! There’s no better way to kick-off the Fair than with a legitimate girl fight on roller-skates! 

Pueblo’s Jail House Jawbreakers are the travel team for Pueblo’s only roller derby league. Founded in 2007, the league is an apprentice member of the Women’s Flat Track Derby Association (WFTDA), currently working towards full membership. A portion of all profits will be donated to the YWCA and the Boys and Girls Club.

Saturday, August 28
Blake Shelton & 50th PRCA Dodge Rodeo
Rodeo starts at 7:00 pm followed by concert
Budweiser Rodeo Arena
$20
With the success of his 2008 chart-topper “Home,” Blake Shelton took a long career step forward. Startin’ Fires, his fifth album, established him in the process as one of country music’s most talented and versatile song stylists. 

Long known for the way he wraps his rich baritone around both emotion-laden ballads like “Austin” and “The Baby” and light-hearted party anthems like “Some Beach” and “The More I Drink,” he tackles songs about country life and attitudes with more joyful assurance than ever, bringing his personality to bear on the record as never before. 

Blake’s stature as a singer has grown steadily through the years, and his presence everywhere from network television to Youtube has raised his profile even more. Now, with the release of Startin’ Fires, Blake steps into the forefront as both one of the country’s premiere vocalists and one of its true personalities. 

Wednesday, September 1
Charley Pride
8:00 pm 
Events Center 
$25
Charley Pride is revered by his musical peers and adored by countless millions of fans around the globe. His golden baritone voice has transcended race and spanned the generations. 

Over the past 30 years, Pride has remained one of the top 20 best-selling country artists of all-time. His incredible legacy includes 36 #1 hit singles, over 70 million albums sold, 31 gold and 4 platinum albums. Dozens of Pride’s chart-toppers now stand as modern classics. “Kiss an Angel Good Morning” went on to be a million-selling crossover single and helped Pride land Country Music Association Awards as Entertainer of the Year in 1971 and Top Male Vocalist in 1971 and 1972.
On May 1, 1993, Pride accepted a  long-standing invitation to join the Grand Ole Opry, 26 years after he first played there as the first African-American in its over 70 year history. In June 1994, Pride was honored by the Academy of Country Music with its prestigious Pioneer Award. Then on October 4, 2000, Pride was honored with the highest country music award, he was inducted into the Country Music Hall of Fame. 

Thursday, September 2
Queensryche with special guest Rock Sugar 
8:00pm 
Events Center 
$25 
Queensyrche 
Queensryche’s first three albums– their self titled EP, The Warning, and Rage for Order have all been certified gold, selling more than 500,000 copies each.
The band’s recent album American Soldier is more than a concept album; it is a statement of mission, a revelation of purpose, and a march for understanding. One thing that it is not is political. “This record is not political at all,” affirms Tate. “It’s very much a statement of the soldiers; it’s where they are at and what they have experienced.”

To make that statement, Tate interviewed dozens of enlistees and veterans, the oldest having served in World War II and the youngest still in active duty in Iraq, with every American war in between represented. For an artist accustomed to writing from personal experiences, the lyrical process for American Soldier proved an invigorating challenge. 

With American Soldier Queensrÿche’s epic career continues, proving yet again that the only thing that can rival the band’s music is their vision.

Rock Sugar
The new rock sensation with San Fernando Valley roots are succeeding on their own terms with more than a million YouTube views, tons of worldwide publicity, a hot self-produced CD titled Reimaginator that’s selling like crazy, plus some high-profile concerts planned, including an appearance at the massive Download Festival in England next month with AC/DC, Aerosmith and Stone Temple Pilots plus an expected crowd of 120,000.

Founders Jess Harnell and Chuck Duran formed the idea of mashing together metal and pop covers like Metallica’s “Enter Sandman” with Journey’s “Don’t Stop Believing” into one song — the opening track, “Don’t Stop the Sandman” — and you’ve got to hear it to believe it.

How is Rock Sugar doing it? A great idea of “mashing” together classic rock covers and classic pop covers within the same songs, lots of undiscovered talent and an overwhelming passion to succeed, as founders Harnell and Duran have put their life savings into a project that’s paying off against all odds. 

Friday, September 3
America - 40th Anniversary Tour
8:00 pm
Events Center
$25 
In the midst of their fourth decade of music making, America has been perennials on the concert circuit for 34 years. The band’s new 2-CD set, Here & Now is a spectacular distillation of the group’s signature sound past and present.

The world discovered America in 1972 when the young musicians harmonized their way to the top of the charts on the strength of their signature song. “A Horse With No Name” made America a global household name, paving the way for an impressive string of hits following in its wake.

America’s extraordinary four-decade musical legacy of pop/rock songs, trademark lush harmonies and evocative lyrical landscapes will never go out of style.

Saturday, September 4
Smokey Robinson 
8:00 pm 
Events Center 
$30
With his eternally smooth and instantly recognizable falsetto, Motown’s legend Smokey Robinson’s honey-coated voice is the audio equivalent of comfort food…comfort food for the soul…with soul.

Given his legendary status in pop culture and his ever-personable nature, it’s no surprise that Smokey Robinson is not only still recording quality music as he celebrates 50 years in the music industry, but attracting top-notch talent to collaborate with as well.  

Smokey has logged a hefty 37 Top 40 hits for Motown Records between 1960 and 1987. In fact, from “Shop Around” to “Just To See Her”/”One Heartbeat”,  Robinson began collecting accolades which never stopped coming. 

Sunday, September 5
Mariachi Sol de Mexico de Jose Hernandez  
2:00 pm 
Events Center 
$20 
Mariachi King Jose Hernandez and his Sol de Mexico have a biography and history as rich and colorful as mariachi music itself. A proud fifth generation mariachi musician, Maestro Hernandez’ mariachi roots trace back to 1879 to the birthplace of mariachi, the State of Jalisco, Mexico. Ever since he founded his Mariachi Sol de Mexico in 1981 Jose Hernandez has gone on to break countless barriers in the world of mariachi music and is recognized as having turned the genre into the international sensation it is today.

Jose Hernandez is the first mariachi musician to have arranged, composed and conducted for numerous international symphony orchestras. His platinum selling Mariachi Sol de Mexico became the first mariachi ensemble to be nominated twice for a Grammy.

Mariachi King Jose Hernandez has performed for five U.S. Presidents: Ronald Reagan, George H.W. Bush, Bill Clinton, George W. Bush and Barack Obama. Maestro Hernandez also has been recognized as one of the top 100 most influential Latino’s in America by Hispanic Magazine.

Sunday, September 5
Celebración de los Charrós
7:00 pm
Budweiser Rodeo Arena
$10
In celebrating the history of the true Charro, the Fair will continue with an exhibition of a select few of the original Mexican rodeo events. This colorful event is a celebration of the rich Hispanic culture steeped in superior horsemanship skills, time-honored music and accomplished dancers, fostering a sense of family and community among the Hispanic people. 

Plus, don’t miss your opportunity to see the very talented One Armed Bandit as he deomonstrates his horsemanship skills by rounding up a herd of wild mustangs and driving them to the top of his gooseneck trailer, while riding a mustang himself. 

Monday, September 6
Gym Class Heroes with special guest Sean Kingston
8:00 pm
Events Center
$25

Gym Class Heroes
If you thought Gym Class Heroes were difficult to categorize in the past, the band has since expanded on their unique blend of hip-hop, rock, soul and punk. When childhood friends Travis McCoy and drummer Matt McGinley decided to start a band in upstate New York over a decade ago, they could have never anticipated how successful Gym Class Heroes would eventually become. 

How could they have predicted having a record-setting #1 single with “Cupid’s Chokehold/Breakfast In America” or taking home the trophy for Best New Artist at the MTV Video Music Awards?  

In order to fully realize their sound this time around, the band – which also includes guitarist Disashi Lumumba-Kasongo and bassist Eric Roberts –recorded much of their music together live in the same room. They also enlisted a diverse roster of producers, including Cool & Dre (The Game, Ja Rule), The Dream (who penned Rhianna’s smash “Umbrella”), and longtime friend Patrick Stump from Fall Out Boy to craft a diverse collection of songs that truly showcases how much Gym Class Heroes have grown both musically and as people over the past few years. 

Sean Kingston
Sean Kingston is an American reggae fusion singer and rapper. He was born in Miami, Florida, but grew up  in Ocho Rios, Jamaica. He recorded and released his first hit single, “Beautiful Girls” in May of 2007, after being discovered on MySpace. He had two additional hit songs from his first album including “Me Love” and “Take You There.”



